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Study of Azerbaijan Village Varni Tools in the Safavid Pe-
riod Case Study: Motifs of Gravestones in Kaleibar’s Aas
Graveyard

Mehdi Kazempour
PhD Assistance Professor, Tabriz Islamic Art University

M.kazempour@tabriziau.ac.ir

Abstract

One of the important rural and nomadic occupations in Iran, from ancient times, is the hand-weaving
of carpets such as Glimm, Jajim and the art of Varni weaving, about which very few information
exists, due to their raw materials. Meanwhile, the hisotrical data which can provide us with some
information about Persian hand-woven products are really few. The village of Aas, with its cemetery
being full of gravestones decorated with Verni-weaving motifs, is one of the most valuable findings
in this field of research. This cemetery plays an essential role in completing researchers' information
about the Verni weaving history and its equipment during the Safavid period. This paper intends to
study the instruments of the Verni-weaving in the graveyard of Aas in the city of Kalibar, using de-
scriptive-analytic methods, with field and library data collection. This research seeks to answer the
following questions: Does the gravestones of Aas village provide us with some evidence about rural
Verni weaving and its instruments in Safavid period? According to this research, it was concluded
that it was common to engrave motifs related to the occupation of the dead person on his gravestone,
and as a result, Verni weaving was one of those occupations mirrored on those gravestones. Knitting

tools such as Verni loom, Duffin, scissors, comb and knife were engraved on the dead one’s grave.

Key Words: Varni Weaving, Gravestone, Weaving tools, Aas Village, Eastern Azerbaijan
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