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A Trans-Textual Reading of Carpets in Contemporary Art
(A Case Study of Works by Elena Herzog and Mahmoud Saleh Mohammadi)
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Ph.D. Candidate in Art Research, Lecturer, Department of Art, NUS University, Tehran, Iran.

rasooliazmi@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The expressive qualities of hand-woven carpets, as the most prominent form of traditional Iranian
arts, are defined within the context of collective traditions. However, some Iranian and non-Iranian
artists have utilized them to create contemporary art, which is characterized by individualism. This
research aims to investigate the expressive capacities and potentials of carpets in contemporary arts,
focusing on how carpets are represented as texts in these works and the referential, semantic, and
functional implications thereof Therefore, the transtextuality approach of Genett, which is based on
text and intertextual relationships, has been employed to analyze the works of two artists, Mahmoud
Saleh Mohammadi and Elena Herzog, who have been purposefully selected due to their relevance to
the research topic. The nature of this research 1s developmental and has been conducted using a de-
scriptive-analytical method, relving on qualitative data derived from librarv-documentary studies and
observation. The research findings indicate that, in the works of these artists, carpets, as a text, have
been used in combination with the texts and context of contemporary art as an intertextual to express
individualistic and visual concepts, alluding to concepts beyond themselves. Additionally, in a kind
of paratextual relationship, it has become a means of expressing the artist’s ideas and concepts and
a hypertextual in the contemporary art. Both artists, by relving on their understanding of the nature,
semantic implications, and expressive and visual capabilities of Iranian carpets and combining them
with 1deas drawn from various cultures, have utilized carpets as a framework for expressing their in-

dividual ideas and creating a contemporary visual work.

Key Words: Transtextuality, Text, Contemporary artwork, Carpet.
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1-. Contemporary art

2-. Pop art

3-. Minimalism

4 - Conceptual art

5. Modern art

6--. Abstract expressionism
7.- Performance art

8.- Body art

9-. Environmental art

10-. Interactive art
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11-. Installation art
12-. Video art

13-, Process art
14-. Plasticien

15-. Curator

16-. Applied Art
17-.Idea

18-. Concept

19-. Transtextualite
20-. Art deco

21-. Art nouvea
22-. Postmodernism

# 23-. Object
24-. Feminist
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e 27-. Tetum
28-. Tekto

29-. Intertextualite

30-. Literary criticism

31-. Structuralism

32-. Metatextualite

33-. Paratextualite

34-. Hypertextualite

35-. Arcitextualite

36-. Web pages

37-. Instagram

38-. Linkedin

39-. Smack mellon

40-. Walmart

41-. Civilization and its Discontents
42-  MA (Intended as: Void Full of Meaning)
43-. Katibeh
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44-. Golden line

45- kintsugi

46-. Abstract Calligraphy
47-. Wabi - Sabi

48-. Zen

49-. Sunya, Sunyata

50- . Madhyamika
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